
 

Voice from the Vicarage  May 6th 2021 
Dear All, 

We love our ‘seniors’!     Of course we know that our blessed 

Lord has equal love for us all, and a person is only ‘new’ at Christ 

Church once, but it is tremendous to know that there are some folk in 

our parish community who have been beating a path to the door of 

this church and more importantly making their way to the altar for 80 

and more years!  This week, our Ruth Ali celebrated her 90th birth-

day. Sadly, because of a little fall during which she 

broke a few ribs, it was spent in hospital (though 

with happy birthday 

sung and chocolates for 

breakfast!) and so she 

will not be able to have 

happy birthday sung by all of us this Sun-

day accompanied by a Brunetti’s cake, as is 

our custom. But love from us all will be 

sent in the direction of Brunswick hospital 

where she is to have rehab, and we so 

much look forward to welcoming her back 

to her spiritual home. In the meantime she 

will of course have the Blessed Sacrament taken to her in hospital. ‘Ad 

Moltos Annos, Ruth’  (that’s Latin by the way…) 

• *     *     * 

It’s felt like a busy week here. Of course there is the daily rhythm of 

prayer, which can hardly be called ‘busy’, for 

that’s the given of our life, our stock-in-trade 

you might say. But the work on 264 Sydney 

Road goes on a pace, and it’s important both 

to encourage the workers as well as keep an 

eye on what’s happening. It was fascinating to 

watch the concreters as they worked to lay 

the concrete at the back of the site to meet 

the needs of the disabled and ensure there 

will be no tell tale ‘pools’ when rain comes! 

Seems to me it’s a bit of an art form. The loo should arrive next week. 

Meanwhile our painter Craig is meticulous in his making good and 

decorating the ground floor. It really feels as if we’re getting there, 

and the upstairs bathroom is not far off completion.   

The architects and others working with the Community School come 

and go quite a lot as they do as much preliminary work as they can 

before the site take over in October. The time table is quite tight given 

the alterations and construction that needs to happen before the 

school actually moves to the site for learning in early 2023.  

And our own architects helping us with the adaption of the current 

vicarage work on seeking the necessary planning permits, and there 

are negotiations about the new vicarage. So it rolls on. Will all the 

ducks line up timing wise for a smooth transition? I doubt it, but we 

are determined to be not anxious and face it all with as much serenity 

and hope as we can muster, and to, as my old bishop and mentor 

used to say, “Just get on with the next thing…” We have a good team. 

HAPPY 

90th  

Our Ruth…. 

These three (from l to r) ,Nola Vin-

cent, Ruth Ali and Mary Hillman 

have clocked up well over 200 years 

of belonging to CCB between them. 

Mary’s husband Henry sits bravely 

between them... 

And the ‘next thing’ today was the usual Thursday lunch. As 

well as good nourishment, our guests 

like a bit of a treat and today there was 

a ‘sugar rush’ to be had, or better put, 

an ‘energy rush’ for the rest of the day! 

Margaret Bright is now the co ordinator 

of the work and the team met last Sat-

urday here in the vicarage to plan ahead 

and talk about our aims in this ministry : 

good food, friendship freely offered and both of these 

grounded in prayer. The team always meets for prayer before 

the work begins.  

After the clean up today, it’s Margaret’s turn to put the Sun-

day service sheets together, a work she shares with Mary 

Harris.  As you know, the Sunday masses require a good deal 

of preparation..Many thanks to them both. 

Early this morning a knock on the door and a couple hoping 

for a bag of food from our store. Thanks to those who have 

responded to my request for more foodstuffs. Keep it com-

ing...Two of you (who will remain nameless!) dropped off a 

stash of toiletries, much of which seems to 

have come from hotel bathrooms! I’m glad 

I’m not the only one to make off with more 

than I use….though from the look of it all,  

our benefactors stay in posher hotels than I 

can afford! Anyway, this morning’s visitor 

was thrilled with her Penhaligon’s shampoo 

and various other smellies! 

SUNDAY is MOTHER’S Day and so we wish happiness to all 

mothers, though we in the Church have already celebrated 

Mothering Sunday during Lent as our main focus for thanks-

giving. Mother’s Day reminds me of the Holy Mother, and 

there is now a little group pledged to pray the Rosary in 

church together on a Wednesday at 5.15 p.m. once a month. 

Look out for details for the next gathering. 

But before Sunday, on Saturday @ 11 there is an extra mass 

as we welcome folk who have found Julian of Norwich and 

her writings something of an inspiration. All are welcome. 

And two ‘finallys’ First, please pray for Cara who will 

be clothed as a novice in Wales next Thursday, Ascension 

Day.   

Secondly, I’m really looking forward to PENTECOST on May 

23rd and our annual celebration of the diversity of folk the 

Lord has brought to Christ Church. The Lord’s Prayer will be 

offered in as many languages as we can muster. Our newly 

baptised Anita, who spent a good deal of her life in Japan and 

is fluent in the language will start us off!  Shared lunch after-

wards in the vicarage. I’ll be offering some tasty British dish 

like you’ve never tasted before…..not to be missed… 

Hope to see you soon….     +Lindsay 

Posh smellies to be 

had at CCB…. 

Today’s energy rush…... 


