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12 December 2021

Christ Church — Enter the Mystery

WELCOME TO CHRIST CHURCH
Today is traditionally known as ‘Gaudete’ Sunday, from a Latin word meaning
rejoice, and taken from the first word of the introit for the day (‘Rejoice in the
Lord always’ from Philippians 4).
Originally the season of Advent had been much more a season of fasting before Christmas, very much mirroring the season of Lent before Easter. In Lent
the third Sunday is a day when the austerity is somewhat relaxed (‘Laetare’
Sunday from the Latin named for another Latin word meaning rejoice) and so
also now in Advent. As a small sign of this the third candle in our Advent
wreath is pink rather than purple, and the worship just a little less penitential.
Let us rejoice in the knowledge that whatever happens in our lives, we are unconditionally loved by our Heavenly Father!
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We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people as the traditional custodians
of the land upon which this parish church stands.
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GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME
Organ Preludes: Herr Christ, der einig Gottes Sohn, Johann Gottfried Walther 1684-1748
Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, Andreas Nikolaus Vetter 1666-1710
The church bell rings and, as we prepare for worship, the cantor sings:
View me, Lord, a work of thine: shall I then lie drowned in night?
May thy grace in me but shine, I should seem made all of light.
Cleanse me, Lord, that I may kneel at thine altar pure and white;
They that once thy mercies feel, gaze no more on earth’s delight.
In thy word, Lord, is my trust, to thy mercies fast I fly;
Though I am but clay and dust, yet thy grace can lift me high.
Words Thomas Campion 1567-1620 Music Richard Lloyd 1933-2021
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Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
Born to set thy people free,
From our fears and sins release us,
Let us find our rest in thee.
2. Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth thou art;
Dear desire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver,
Born a child and yet a king,
Born to reign in us forever,
Now thy gracious kingdom bring.
4. By thine own eternal Spirit,
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all-sufficient merit
Raise us to thy glorious throne.

1.

3.
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 In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen
Peace be with you.
And also with you.
God our Father, you gave to Zechariah and Elizabeth in their old age a son
called John. He grew up strong in spirit, prepared the people for the coming of
the Lord, and baptised them in the Jordan as a sign of repentance. Help us,
who have been baptised into Christ, to be ready to welcome him into our hearts,
and to grow ever stronger in faith by the power of the Spirit. We ask this through
Jesus Christ, the light who is coming into the world.
Amen
The third candle is lit.

Let us pray
Lord Jesus, light of the world, John told the people to prepare, for you
were very near. As Christmas draws closer, day by day, draw us again
to his crib that we may rejoice at his coming. Amen
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The celebrant introduces the service and invites the people to confess their sins:

My brothers and sisters, as we wait for the Lord to speak to us through his Word
and feed us with the gift of himself in the Holy Communion, let us call to mind our
sins.
Lord Jesus Christ, King of eternal peace,
In our sin you call us back to the fount of grace,
Open our hearts to the healing of your Kingdom.
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Lord Jesus Christ King of eternal love;
From despair you call us back to your tender heart,
Open our lives to the joy of your Kingdom:

Lord Jesus Christ, King of eternal joy;
To the world you send us out with good news of grace
Open our hands in the service of your Kingdom:

May almighty God have mercy on us,
 forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
Amen
Remain standing

C 22 4
Let us pray
Almighty God, you have made us and all things to serve you: come quickly to
save us, so that wars and violence shall end and your children may live in
peace, honouring one another with justice and love; through Jesus Christ,
your Son our Lord, who lives with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever.
Amen
Lambs are gathered by the shepherds and led to the vestry for their own Ministry of the Word.
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4: 4-7
Read by Bruce Munro

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.
Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
For the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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1. Joy to the world! The Lord is come;
let earth receive her king;
let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.
2. Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns;
let us our songs employ;
while fields and streams, rocks, hills and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
G #H 2 A442 A

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor
T
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke
 Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.

3: 7-18

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptised by him, “You brood of vipers!
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance.
Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the
axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”
And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?”
In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has
none; and whoever has food must do likewise.”
Even tax collectors came to be baptised, and they asked him, “Teacher, what
should we do?”
He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.”
Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?”
He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation,
and be satisfied with your wages.”
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As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by
saying,
“I baptise you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not
worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit
and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather
the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.
The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ
He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders, of his love
3.

Reprise

Joy to the world! The Lord is come;
let earth receive her king;
let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.
1.

Isaac Watts 1674-1748 TIS 268
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After the sermon there is a short time for reflection.
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We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
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who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
 and the life of the world to come. Amen
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Led by Alice de Jonge

All respond at the end of each petition

Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
After the last petition

Hail Mary,
full of grace, the Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou among women,
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God,
pray for us sinners now, and at the hour of our death.
Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.
Grant that what we have asked in faith, we may by your grace receive,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
T P 4
May the God of peace make you completely holy, ready for the coming of our
Lord, Jesus Christ.
The peace of the risen Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Let us greet one another with a sign of peace.
All are invited to turn to those around them with a greeting of peace.

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
O
H A
During the singing of the hymn, the altar is prepared for Holy Communion.
As the hymn is sung, there will be a collection, and you may wish to make a monetary offering to
the Glory of God. Offerings go towards sustaining the Church and its charitable activities, both
locally and overseas.

O come, O come, great Lord of might
who to the tribes on Sinai’s height
in ancient times did give the law
in cloud and majesty and awe.

1.

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.

2.

Refrain

Refrain

Rejoice! rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to you,
O Israel.

O come, thou Key of David, come,
and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high
and close the path to misery.
3.

Refrain
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4.

O come, O branch of Jesse, free
your own from Satan’s tyranny;
from depths of hell your people save
and give them victory o’er the grave.

5.

O come, O dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits by your advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night
and death’s dark shadows put to flight.

Refrain

Refrain
Anon Latin C18, based on C9 Antiphon
Trans John Mason Neale 1818-66 TIS 265
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise,
almighty God and everlasting Father,
through Jesus Christ your Son.
For when he humbled himself to come among us in human flesh,
he fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of the world
to open for us the way to salvation.
Confident that your promise will be fulfilled,
we now watch for the day when Christ our Lord will come again in glory.
And so we join our voices with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven
to proclaim your glory
for ever praising you and singing:
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All may kneel or sit
The celebrant continues the prayer which now recalls the Last Supper and the invitation from
Jesus to remember his death and resurrection in the gift of Holy Communion.

Holy and gracious God,
all creation rightly gives you praise.
All life, all holiness, comes from you
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
whom you sent to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us,
to reconcile us to you,
the God and Father of all.
Hear us, merciful Lord;
through Christ accept our sacrifice of praise;
and, by the power of your Word and Holy Spirit,
The sanctuary bell is rung.

sanctify this bread and wine,
that we who share in this holy sacrament
may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood.
Who, when his hour had come,
on the night before he went up to the cross
to make full atonement for the sins of the whole world,
offering once for all his one sacrifice of himself,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples saying,
‘Take, eat:
this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.’ 
The sanctuary bell is rung.

In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them saying,
‘Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.’ 
The sanctuary bell is rung.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
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Therefore, in obedience to his command,
we commemorate and celebrate
his saving passion and death,
his mighty resurrection and ascension into heaven
and we eagerly await his coming again in glory.
We thank you that by your grace alone
you have accepted us in Christ;
and here we offer you a spiritual sacrifice,
holy and acceptable in your sight.
Through Jesus Christ, we receive this our duty and service,
and grant that we who eat and drink these holy gifts
may, by your Holy Spirit,
be one body in Christ,
and serve you in unity and peace.
In your grace and mercy,
bring us to the joy of your eternal kingdom
with all the company of the redeemed.
May we praise you in union with them,
and give you glory through your Son, Jesus Christ.
The celebrant sings

Through him, with him, in him, united in the Spirit;
all glory, honour and praise are yours, O God, Almighty Father.
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As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
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thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen
The celebrant breaks the Host in silence.
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Behold the Lamb of God
Behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.
When the sanctuary bell is rung, all are welcome to receive the sacrament or a personal blessing.
The sacrament is given with the following words:

The body of Christ. Amen
As the congregation receives holy Communion or a blessing, the cantor sings:
Be still and know that I am God, and there is none beside me.
I am the one whose love never fails, and there is none beside me.
I am the one who says “Follow me”, and there is none beside me.
Be still and know that I am God, and there is none beside me.
Once you have received communion, return to your seat and sit or kneel.
You may find it helpful to use the following prayer in thanksgiving:

Good Lord, give me and all your Church joyfulness of heart and peace of conscience; continual gladness and consolation in your word and promises; that I may
evermore be thankful unto you and praise your name for ever. Amen
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Remain seated or kneeling to sing as a prayer:

O God, you search me and you know me.
All my thoughts lie open to your gaze.
When I walk or lie down you are before me:
Ever the maker and keeper of my days.
2. You know my resting and my rising.
You discern my purpose from afar,
And with love everlasting you besiege me:
In ev’ry moment of life or death, you’re there.
3. Before a word is on my tongue, Lord
You have known its meaning through and through.
You are with me beyond my understanding:
God of my present, my past and future too.
4. For you created me and shaped me,
Gave me life within my mother’s womb.
For the wonder of who I am, I praise you:
Safe in your hands. All creation is made new.
1.

Bernadette Farrell
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We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; kindle in us the fire of your
Spirit that when your Christ comes again we may shine as lights before his face;
who is alive and reigns now and forever.
Amen
All sit for the notices, then stand for the blessing.

THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL
May God himself, the God of peace, make you perfect and holy, and keep you
safe and blameless, in spirit and soul and body, for the coming of Our Lord Jesus Christ; and the blessing of God almighty,  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.
Amen
Go in the peace of Christ
Thanks be to God
F
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1. Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord;
He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored;
He hath loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword;
His truth is marching on.
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! His truth is marching on.
He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat;
He is sifting out the hearts of men before his judgment seat.
O, be swift, my soul, to answer him; be jubilant, my feet!
Our God is marching on.
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! …
2.
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In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea,
With a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me;
As he died to make men holy, let us die to make men free,
Our God is marching on.
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! ...

3.

Organ postlude: Lob sei dem allmächtigen Gott, Johann Sebastian Bach 1685-1750
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… disown discouragement and depression, and check all complaint and bitterness
as destructive of your brother’s and sister’s joy as well as your own. Accept gladly
and willingly your share of weariness and sorrow in the joyful spirit of the saints,
and of the faithful following of him who for the joy that was set before him endured
the Cross. Welcome any labour or sacrifice that will minister to the joy of others,
looking forward to that most blessed voice, “Well done, good and faithful servant,
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.”
From the Rule of the Oratory of the Good Shepherd
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… have been placed today in loving memory of M
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CHRISTMAS AT CHRIST CHURCH
Next Tuesday, 14 December — 6.30 pm
CAROLS & JAZZ IN THE CHURCH GARDEN
Next Sunday, 19 December
MASSES @ 8.00 & 10.00 am & 12.00 noon
FAMILY CAROL SERVICE
AND THE TELLING OF THE CHRISTMAS STORY — 6.00 pm
CHRISTMAS EVE
INFORMAL CAROLS — 11.00 pm
MIDNIGHT MASS — 11.30 pm
followed by refreshments in the garden
CHRISTMAS DAY
MASS — 8.00 am
SUNG MASS — 10.00 am
MASS — 12.00 noon
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Tuesday 14

Wednesday 15
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St John of the Cross
7.00 am
Low Mass
6.00 pm
Evening Prayer
10.00 am
6.00 pm

Low Mass
Evening Prayer

Thursday 16

9.00 am
5.00 pm
6.00 pm
6.30 pm

Morning Prayer
Exposition of the Sacrament
Evening Prayer
Low Mass

Friday 17

7.00 am
6.00 pm

Low Mass
Evening Prayer & Lectio Divina

Saturday 18

8.00 am

Low Mass BCP Of the BVM
Followed by breakfast in the Parish House

6.00 pm

Evening Prayer

All are welcome to these services
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8.00 am Mass according to the Book of Common Prayer
Up to 50 persons may attend this service

10.00 am Mass
Vaccinated persons meet in the church, and those who do not wish to reveal their
vaccination status meet in the parish house to share in the service on live stream.
All will share in Communion from the altar at the appropriate time.

12.00 pm Mass
Up to 50 persons may attend this service
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Hebrews 10: 5-10 Luke 1: 39-45
The clergy are available, by appointment, for counsel and / or Confession.
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Offerings Budget
Offerings Actual
$12,000
$12,529
Mission Giving Budget Mission Giving Actual
$500
$695
The “offerings actuals” includes banking from Sunday 31
October.
As most of our offerings are given directly online, the parish gives $500 to missions each month.
Our November mission giving is for the Bible Society.
Our online bank details are:
BSB 703 122 Account 05004292
14

W K2 B 32 R
B#
You are invited to turn to these bible readings each day, knowing that many people
in the parish and wider Church will be reflecting on the same passages.
It’s a good way to stay close to the Lord and his Word throughout the week ahead.
M
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Monday 13
St Lucy, martyr and virgin d. 304
Psalms 101; 102: 1-11
Isaiah 10: 33-11: 9
Mark 9: 2-32

E
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Psalm 102: 12-28
Isaiah 11: 10-12: 6
Revelation 15

Tuesday 14
St John of the Cross, mystic and
teacher d. 1591
Psalms 108; 109: 20-30
Isaiah 13: 1-13
Mark 9: 33-50

Psalm 119: 105-128
Isaiah 13: 14-14: 2
Revelation 16

Wednesday 15
Psalm 104: 1-25
Isaiah 14: 3-23
Mark 10: 1-16

Psalm 104: 26-37
Isaiah 14: 24-32
Revelation 17

Thursday 16
Psalm 105: 1-22
Isaiah 15
Mark 10: 17-31

Psalm 105: 23-45
Isaiah 16
Revelation 18: 1-10

Friday 17
Psalm 106: 1-24
Isaiah 21
Mark 10: 46-11: 11

Psalm 106: 25-50
Isaiah 49: 1-13
Revelation 19: 1-10

Saturday 18
Psalm 107: 1-22
Isaiah 22: 1-14
Mark 11: 12-26

Psalm 107: 23-43
Isaiah 49: 14-26
Revelation 19: 11-21
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The parish takes the care and safeguarding of young people
and vulnerable adults with due seriousness.
Copies of the parish policy can be found in the church and the vicarage.
Appropriate copyright licences are in place for the material printed in this pew sheet.
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For each day the intercessions are, in order:
for the Anglican Communion, the Anglican Church of Australia,
and the Diocese of Melbourne.
Sun

12

The Anglican Church of Canada (Abp Linda Nicholls, Primate); Diocese of
Ballarat (Bp Garry Weatherill, Clergy & People); Defence Force Chaplains;
St Mary’s Sunbury (Gavin Ward, Matthew Browne, Catherine Fisher, Ros Armstrong); Pastoral visits to St Luke’s Sydenham and the Church of the Ascension
Springvale

Mon 13

Diocese of Ijumu – The Church of Nigeria; Diocese of Bathurst (Bp Mark Calder,
Clergy & People); Tintern Grammar (Brad Fry, Principal, Alison Andrew, Chaplain); Holy Apostles’ Sunshine & Braybrook (Paul Subramaniam)

Tue 14

Diocese of Ikara – The Church of Nigeria; Diocese of Bendigo (Bp Matt Brain,
Clergy & People); Anglican Boys’ Society - CEBS (Bruce Anderson, Secretary);
Surfcoast Parish (Sharon Valentino)

Wed 15

Diocese of Ikeduru – The Church of Nigeria; Diocese of Brisbane (Abp Phillip
Aspinall, Regional Bps Jeremy Greaves, Cameron Venables, John Roundhill,
Clergy & People); Archdeaconry of Frankston (Helen Phillips); Holy Trinity
Surrey Hills (Mark Pearce)

Thu 16

Diocese of Ikka – The Church of Nigeria; Diocese of Bunbury (Bp Ian Coutts,
Clergy & People); Trinity College & Theological School (Bob Derrenbacker,
Dean); St Luke’s Sydenham (Robert Koren)

Fri

Diocese of Ikwerre – The Church of Nigeria; Diocese of Canberra & Goulburn
(Bp Mark Short, Asst Bps Stephen Pickard, Carol Wagner, Clergy & People);
Anglican Cursillo Movement; Tamil Christian Congregation Victoria, Mount
Waverley (Lawrence Anbalagan)
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Sat 18

Diocese of Ikwo – The Church of Nigeria; Ministry to the Defence Force (Bishop
Grant Dibden, Chaplains & Members of the Defence Forces); Anglican Early
Childhood Services; St Mark’s Templestowe (Ben Wong, Ivy Wong, Paul
Hughes, Dietrich Cheung)

Our Prayer List
Fiona, Lucy, Mary, Dianne, Ruth, Kevin, Anna, Andrew, Nola, Nimal, Renée,
Bp Andrew, Ryan, Michelle, the Pascoe family, Fr Grant, and all who have asked
our prayers at the icon of the Annunciation.
Year’s Mind
Sun 12 Tasma Clare Stitz, Charlotte Mae Boston
Mon 13 Albert Finchett, Hazel Mercer, Catherine Mary Armstrong
Tues 14 Elisabeth Hedwig (Els) Nyeholt
Wed 15 Thurs 16 Agnes Margaret Houghton, Evelyn (Nan) May Webb
Fri
17 Thomas Harold Wagner, Iris Annie Howlett
Sat
18 Maurice Theodore Jones - 6th Parish Priest, Harry Edward England,
Albert Samuel Block, William Alfred Chapman, Rhett Hamilton Walker,
Frederick Head - 3rd Abp of Melbourne, Geoffrey Sambell - Bishop
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